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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 7/27/2005 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information 
disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 
1 22(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-8, 16-29, 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Pearson et al (5658259). Pearson et al discloses a safety 
arrangement for a medical needle having a mount end (Fig 6) and a sharp tip, 
which arrangement comprises: a support (43) adapted directly or indirectly to 
carry the mount end of a needle (34) so that the needle projects forwardly away 
therefrom; a sleeve (40) mounted directly or indirectly on the support and being 
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slideable with respect thereto from an initial position where the sleeve covers at 
least the greater part of a carried needle to a retracted position where the tip of a 
carried needle and a part of the needle back from its tip is exposed, and then to a 
protecting position where the sleeve covers the needle tip and at least part of the 
needle back from its tip (Figs 2-4); resilient means (42) arranged to urge the 
sleeve towards its protecting position; a blocking member (110) at least a part of 
which projects forwardly from the support, the blocking member being movable 
between a non-blocking position where the blocking member extends generally 
parallel to the needle axis and the sleeve may slide to its retracted position and a 
blocking position where the blocking member has moved from its non-blocking 
position so as to be disposed between the support and a part of the sleeve, 
thereby blocking movement of the sleeve away from its protecting position (Fig 
4); and control means (120) which releases the blocking member for movement 
from its non- blocking position to its blocking position on movement of the sleeve 
away from its initial position towards its retracted position, so that on subsequent 
movement of the sleeve to its protecting position the blocking member will 
thereafter block movement of the sleeve away from its protecting position (Figs 
2-4); wherein the blocking member when in its blocking position extends at an 
acute angle (1 14 on 1 10 vs. the needle axis 34; Fig 4) to the needle axis; 
wherein the blocking member is tubular and when in its non-blocking position is 
generally co-axial with the sleeve and needle (Figs 2-4); wherein one end of the 
blocking member when in its blocking position co-operates with a wall portion of 
one of the support and the sleeve to apply a turning moment to the blocking 
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member about an axis transverse to the length of the sleeve, so moving the 
second end of the blocking member to block retracting movement of the sleeve 
(110, 114, 120; Figs 2-4); wherein one end of the blocking member has an off-set 
boss (114) presenting a non radial face projecting towards said adjacent wall 
portion of said one of the support and the sleeve, whereby on the one end of 
blocking member being urged towards said adjacent wall portion, the off-set 
projection applies said turning moment to the blocking member (1 14 on 120; Figs 
4); designed to hold a cartridge (36); having releasable connections (112 and 
120, and 108 and 98; Figs 2-4); and helical coil resilient means (42). 



5. Claims 1-8, 16-25, 28, 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Heiniger (677341 5). Heiniger discloses a safety arrangement for a 
medical needle having a mount end (Fig 1-4) and a sharp tip, which arrangement 
comprises: a support (3) adapted directly or indirectly to carry the mount end of a 
needle (Figs 1-4) so that the needle projects forwardly away therefrom; a sleeve 
(1) mounted directly or indirectly on the support and being slideable with respect 
thereto from an initial position where the sleeve covers at least the greater part of 
a carried needle to a retracted position where the tip of a carried needle and a 
part of the needle back from its tip is exposed, and then to a protecting position 
where the sleeve covers the needle tip and at least part of the needle back from 
its tip (Figs 1-4); resilient means (4) arranged to urge the sleeve towards its 
protecting position; a blocking member (2) at least a part of which projects 
forwardly from the support, the blocking member being movable between a non- 
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blocking position where the blocking member extends generally parallel to the 
needle axis and the sleeve may slide to its retracted position and a blocking 
position where the blocking member has moved from its non-blocking position so 
as to be disposed between the support and a part of the sleeve, thereby blocking 
movement of the sleeve away from its protecting position (Figs 1-4); and control 
means (12) which releases the blocking member for movement from its non- 
blocking position to its blocking position on movement of the sleeve away from its 
initial position towards its retracted position, so that on subsequent movement of 
the sleeve to its protecting position the blocking member will thereafter block 
movement of the sleeve away from its protecting position (8, g; Figs 1-4); 
wherein the blocking member when in its blocking position extends at an acute 
angle (8, Figs 1 , 3) to the needle axis; wherein the blocking member is tubular 
and when in its non-blocking position is generally co-axial with the sleeve and 
needle (2; Figs 1-4); wherein one end of the blocking member when in its 
blocking position co-operates with a wall portion of one of the support and the 
sleeve to apply a turning moment to the blocking member about an axis 
transverse to the length of the sleeve, so moving the second end of the blocking 
member to block retracting movement of the sleeve (8, g, and 2, 10; Figs 1-4); 
wherein one end of the blocking member has an off-set boss (8; Fig 1 , 3) 
presenting a non radial face projecting towards said adjacent wall portion of said 
one of the support and the sleeve, whereby on the one end of blocking member 
being urged towards said adjacent wall portion, the off-set projection applies said 
turning moment to the blocking member (8 on g; Fig 1 , 3); designed to hold a 
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cartridge (5); having releasable connections (2 and 12 and g and 8); and helical 
coil resilient means (4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pearson et al or Heiniger in view of Sudnak (4894055). Pearson et al or 
Heiniger discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for expressly 
disclosing the support attaching to a hypodermic syringe. Sudnak teaches that it 
is known to have the support attaching to a hypodermic syringe (Fig 1-2) for the 
purpose of preventing accidental skin punctures for hypodermic needles. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the syringe cartridge as taught by Pearson et al or 
Heiniger with the hypodermic syringe as taught by Sudnak for the purpose of 
preventing accidental skin punctures for hypodermic needles. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 30-31 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to ANDREW M. GILBERT whose telephone 
number is (571 )272-721 6. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 
5:00 pm Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew M Gilbert/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3767 
/Kevin C. Sirmons/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3767 



